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- ; Corpsol Engineers, which built New Melones Dam.. -

Pl

b4

Po=l |b-f~vr-- n-.-.g-,__-

i

e el

I PR

@%ﬁfg’i” ’_’ﬁ“

les’dread in

AR ey sER = ...-.. LA

.
PRI, T ot R TII T
% s

e o Y S

-

o

:Sﬁ LI

N et =
e i

e n’e

L B
LA e M
. et

¥

.oy
PIPR

JsJI; iﬁ ‘1979

L
i
e
i
u-.ﬁj

O o R LAt b SR T APk 2 S

Ecéﬁé}?ﬁé’é beﬁeﬂ?}e

Tl e vt e 0 e

ERRTE R

v.-,._

‘ i et T e S ERUEN b v s St~ B

».BYBOB WHITE O '5‘——-—1.»»?3-;,:- o kit
Assns?anftothe metro editof - L ey o

. “ANGELS CaMp = Wheu. and if, New Melones Resers:

7-9,-‘*""-“ v
:.r—‘:' {
EHNGC

oir is filled and its first phase.of recreation: famhmee..

completed some 850,000 boating and campmg en,husmsts
- are expected to flock tothe lake annually, - T
E - - Thes«daily. tally. of visitors_should. add up t6.3. million”
! anrually By the time -all 333 hillidn worth.of pIanned ES
{" .campgrounds and other amenities.are in, according to an =%,
[

environmental impact report prepared by the U.S. Army

_ Tuolumne and Calaveras counties, which share the néw.
‘lake’s shoreline, both are recreation oriented,, with. tour—.
' 15m playing alarge partin their economy. " ™.
“So it would seem the anticipated influx of new v:suors
 theirpalms together in gleexulanucxpanon T M A
- Well, that isn't exactly. the case. Some of the folks up
here see Melones more asa m:llstone around the count:es
necks than as a benefit.
They envision mile after milé of bumper—to—bumper traf-~
- fic clogging their narrowtwo-lane roads, roadsthat aren’t *
* designed to handle-the volume.of cars, camper rigs. and ],
motorhomes that wilkbring those 3 ‘million visitors. =~ -
‘L - For another thing, while the-lake will hold about 24 mil-- +
lmn acre feet of water; serme.of.which the epunties-are.enti- -
v tled to, it’s doubtful. theylll ever.get any of it. To get the -
water to urbanized.areas.in.the counties‘it would have to
be pumped uphill, and. that probabiy wouldn’t be. econmm-
cally feasible, v ooy Tipemeitew X2 UL g
.:2As for economic benefits T Imm thej mcrease in wa:tors to
the counties, many up | here exgect they will be neghgtble.
- John Mills,. Tuolumne: County-associate planner, -antici-» -
pates most:of the visitors to the lake will buy theie provi-. .

an —\_:n:vn‘.-.-'- "'.“‘ﬂ'.}\"" ey -,

tipy o fan

- - sionsathome in the valley or bay area, and thus will spend
% little moneytoeally. - :.:- . = o i
~ - "“They maybuy gas Ior their caror buat here. and may— .

».._

be a six-pack of beer, but most.of what they need they n
probably bring with them,"” Mills said.
‘David Brennan, assistant director of the CentralSIex‘ré

"~ Economic Deveiopment District, believes somé econdmic

benefils can be derived from the lake by identifyirig-the .
needs of the visitors and then gearmg retait flrms tovmeer
those needs. e
A common fnisconception among ‘thase whu don’: iwe
- here is that prices of geods such as groceries are higher in
- this area, sathey tend to stock up at home,” Brennan said, -
"We need to let them know that prlces here are compara-:«
ble.” R Y
~Brennan said the economic deveiopment drstnc:’wxll 24
begin a study soon to determine what business opportum‘ -
ties right be warranted as a result of the lake, 3
-He pointed out, though; that tentative plans: demioped 5
by the Corps-of Engineers call for the lzke'y recegation %
facilities to be- "self-contmned * possibly with on-sue
stores and other retall estabhshments ta flll the ca mpers
needs. . - <
~“If that's’ the case, then there probab!y v.ould bevery-~5
little economic benefit to local merchants,” Brenrarn said,
s ‘F ioyd Hams. manager ¢ of the Calaveras County Cham
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"T\&‘ﬁ?‘%beﬁoi Caritmerce.. agrees’“And Hasris. (5615 that’ an}fecon Y
. nornie benefit derived fronrthe new visitors.is going to be -
- fitore than ofiset by the traffic congestion they will creater

'. ) tackle the anticipated traffic problem, nor hasthe state, sC-

“would-have Tuolumne and Calaveras residents rnbbmg Fediey

- ras County must contribute o the Parrots Ferry real:gn-, .

“economic benefits you're getting from the new reservoir.

= = Tuolumne Sheriff Wally Berry said ‘that while his COU -«
~ty’s population is dnly 33,600, it already has.a daily equiva-
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He pointed out that, because of the locations of the lake’s, ,
;ﬂanned recreation facilities; ‘most . visitors “will be're..
quired to drive through either Sonora or Angels Camp.” .7
 The volurne. of tra:flc. carried by Sonora’s main street
already is al capacity, and Angels Camp’s main streetis -
* oo narrow to carry the ant:mpated volume of vehmles. >
IIarnssa:d G AT e e g
4o But 'so far, no federal agency has seemed willing. t0-<

the two counties may have todeal with itasbest theyn. = 5
Former Rep. John J. McFall of Manteca persuaded

" Congrass to set aside funds to pay 70 percent of the cost of .
‘Tealigning Parratts Ferry Road from the reservoir to Val:

* lecito, but that is the only significant federal road expendi~'
_tureoutside the project boundary The 30 percent Calave-,

..ment &ill amount to §1 million and will deplete the coun.: -
“ty’s" road budgat for, somé years to come accordmd to
Calavera officials. .~ .
“Tuolumhe County has ‘mred a consu[tmo firm to study
the reservejr’s impact on the Tuolumne road . system.
‘When the str\dy is finished, county officials will seek feder-*
al assistance\in upgrading roads to handle-the anmc;pated" :
" tyaffic;accordj ng to B:lly Marr, chairman of the Board of .-
- Supervisors. But heisn't OpUmLtic about how much ass:s-
tanee the county can expect: . : o 1y
- He anticipates the reds response w;Il be "Look at Lhe-

T e

Look at all that sales tax revenue you're getting from that‘»

- new hotdog stand that went in because-of the reservoir.” .- -
The county officials also point out that the influx of new

- visitors will require-the counties to bolster their law.-én.-

forcement and- fire protection agencies, not to mention ..

finding some place to disnose of the- trash the reservmr .

visitors will leave behind them, ‘ :

lency of 54,000 people because of tourism. When the Me- -
- lones campgrounds open, the number of people in the
© county’on any given day will increase by some 3,800 and )
- there will be 1,300 additional vehicles, ke said. ’
With a staif of 18 patrol deputies and five mvestlcrators.
Berry sajd-his department would find it difficult to handle
its present warkload without reserve deputles. In anticipa-
tion of the Melones visitors and the tourists expected ta be
“drawn by the new West Side & Cherry Valley Railway park.
at Tuolumne City, Berry is requesting six more deputiesin i
* nextyear's budget. ]
- Marr, as a Tuolumne supervisor, is restoned ta the fact
that Melones is going to increase the burden on his coun- |
ty's budget. Butthe pomted out, ""We'vegot it (New Me. !
lones Dam) now and it isn't going to 80 away sowe're just |
going to have o live with it,"” . Y
One benefit provided by Melones., Marr sajdina tcnﬂue« .
"in-cheek vein, is that "Ik ive ever havetogoto Washmgton
they'll know who we are now," since the Melones contrg- |
versy extendscleartothehallsof Congress. - -,




